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_ , STATE .OF CALIFORNIA -
_ : : o DEPARTMENT CF PUBLIC WCRKS ke
: . ' BEEFORE THE STATE ENGINEER AND el
CHIEF OF THE DIVISION CF WATER RESCURCES 0’\/{9
cOo '

In the Matter of Application 12297 of Webb W. Wilcox to Appropriate
Water from White Rock Spring, Tributary to Ventura River in Ventura Cou.nty,
for Do:mst:.c, Irr:.gation and Hecreational Purpoges,

oo
Decision A, 12297 D, 600
Decided- March 10, 1949

oo

In att,endance at investigation conducted bz the Division of Water Resources
at the site of the vroposed appropriation on C!ct.ober 15, 1948:

/ Webb W, Wileox : Appliecant

William T. Selby Attorney, Rancho Ojai
- ' Mutual Water Company,

. ‘ : : o Protestant

D. H. Culton ' Superintendent., Rancho Ojai
. : ©  Mutual Water Company,
i Protestant
-/xenneth P, Sheldon | Protestant
H, I, Orr ' Attorney for Protestant
Sheldon _
J. J. Heacock . ' Associate Hydra.izlic Engineer

Division of Water Resources
Department. of Public Works
" for the State Engineer,
OPINION
General Description of the Project

Application 12297 was filed with the Division of Water Resocurces by

-ﬂ'ebb W, Wileox on February 4, 1948, It contemplates a diversion of 0,05 cubic
.' foot per second, year-round, to be applied directly to beneficial use and a

diversion of 0.C5 acre-foot per annum to be collected at any time during the
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_ year and stored temﬁorarily for later use. The water is to Be utilized. for
domestic, irrigatién'and fecreational purposes. Diversion is to be effected
by means of a concrete.dam 10 feet high and 10 feet long located within the
NEL NE} of Section 21, T 5N, R 23 W, S.B.B. & M, Storage will be provided
by means of two tanks of 2400-gallon and 1000-gallon capacity, respectively.
_The'ccnduit is to be a 24-inch pipe, u15o feet long, of an estimated capacity
of 22 gallons per minute. The place of.use is described as lying within the
SWh SEE of Sectiom 16 and the NW; NEi of Section 21, T 5 N, R 23 W, S.B.B. & M.
Approximately*lso ﬁersons, in some 25 cabins, are to be served, and 5 acres
_ irrigated, |
~ Protests I
- Bancho Ojai Mutua) Water Company asserts that it has used all of the

uatef flowing in Ventﬁra River except flood flow and during dry periods has SUup=
plemented that supply by pumping from the gravels in the river bed. It contends
fthat additlonal use of water dlverted above 1ts 1ntake will make a difficult
situation worse., It claims a rlght based upon riparian ownershlp, appropriatlcn
and adjudication by court decisions. It asserts a claim to 231 miner's inches,
uater'being diverted throughout the year and distributed to approximately 400
ugers for domestic pﬁrpoaes and for irrigaticn of cultivated lands. ILts pdint
of diversion is descrlbed as being located within the N} NEL of Section 33,
T 5N, R 23 W, S.B.B. & M, |

 In answer the applicant denies in general the allegations of the
protest. He denies particularly that his zontemplated use from White Rock
Spring will in any manner affect the protestant's supply, claiming that due to
the distance involved, the small flow isswing from the spring, and the

- character of the intgrvening ground, the water from the spring is dissipated
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before reachlng the intake.of Ojai Mutual Water: Ccmpany.

Kenneth P. Sheldon protests that the proposed development will lower

the surface flow of the stream from which he diverts. He claims an appropria—

tive right dating from 1887 and a minimum need of 30 inches at his point of
diversion-ﬁithin the NWE: SWE of Section 28, T 5 X, R 2j‘w, Se.B.B. & M.,
thfoughout the year,.for_irrigation of 12 acfes_of oranges plantéd'in porous .
.sbil, and for domestic purposes. He states that his protest may be disregarded
and dismissed if he is guaranteed a2 minimum of 30 inches of water at his point
of diversion, year-round. |

The applicant denies that the dive:sion vwhich he proposes will réduce
the supply of water'available'to this protestant for the same reasons.és
advanéed in his éﬁswer to the Rancho 0jai Mutual Vater Companj protest.

Field Investigation

The applicant and the protestants hav1ng stipulated to an informal
‘hearlng as provided,for in Sectlon 733(b) of the California Administrative Code,
a field-investigatlon was conducted at the site of the proposed appropriation
on Qctober 15, 1948 by an engineer of the Division. The apblicant and the
protesténts were present,or represented, during'the investigation.

Records Relied Upoh

Application 12297 and all data and information on file therewith.
Discussion

The maps show Ventura River as beinz formed by the Jjunction of two

streams of which the one from the left (looking upstream) is called Matilija

Creelk and the cone from the right is sometimes called the North Fork of Ventura
River, and sometimes called the North Fork of katilija Creek. ihite Rock

Spring (the source named in the application) is practically on the bank of the
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North Fork.and dis§hafges into that stream. Protestant Sheldon's diversion

. heads on the North Fork approxiﬁately 2 milés doﬁnstream from Whitg_Rock
Spring. The North Fork and Matilija Creék unite some AOO feet below FProtestant
Sheldon's intake. The other protestant — Raﬁcho Ojai Mutual Watef Company -
diverté-from Ventura River somewhat over 1/2 mile below the junction of North
Fork and Matilija Creek. Discharge has been recorded for several years at a
gaging station on the North Fork, about 0.5 mile above its junction witﬁ Hatilija.
Creek and at a gaging station on Matilija Creek, about Q.4 mile above tﬁe same
junection. The jield of White Rock Spring is reported as being fairly stable
and some 15 gallons per minute in amount. The discharges of the North Fork
and the discharges of Matilija ﬁréek, as reported by the U-S.Geological Survey,
and the summation of the two (indicative of the flow §f Ventura River)'are_set.

forth in the following tabulations:

North Fork of Matiliila Creek
- Monthly Average Discharges, in Cubic Feet Per Second

June July Aug. Sept. Oct. XNov.

1928 ) - - - - Ooup 008‘!;
1930 0e54 0426 0420  0.23 0.29 0.4
1831 _ 0«67 0428 0.5 0.20 0.20 C.89
1932 - ’ 200 : 1 -lO 0078 0065 L. - '
1933 - - - - Oy 0.57
1934 _ 0.94 . 068 050 0459 2.10 1.17
1935 3.13 146 1.0 1.0 1.03 1l.04
1936 o : : 172 1.17  0.78  0.67 1,72 1.27
1937 Te35 Ae05  2.77  2.27 226 2.51
1938 . © 10.8 6450 Lk 3.06 2,91 2.3]
1939 1.82 1.31 1.02 0.99 1.05 1.09
1940 . o 149 0.8, 0.59 0.54 0.76 0.90
1941 © 18.60 12,70  2.18  5.7L 5.33 5.00

- 1942 377 177 1a21 1,16 1421 1.35
1943 : Te52 3447 2.86 2.39 2.22 2.39
1946 | | | 267  1e66 1430 1.02 1.38 7.30

0453

1947 . 0.97 0.57 0.52 = -



¥atilija Creek

Monthly average Discharges in Cubic feet per Second

- 1930

Year June July Aug. Sept., QOcte. Hov.
1928 354 1.89 1l.19 1.03 1.12  1.79
1929 346 136 087 0457 0«50 0.6}
1930 2450 0.95 057 0456 0.63 1.00
1931 341 1.09  0.63 0.78 57 2.12
1932 T eh5 L.07 247 2.03 3450 432
1934 5.08 3.26 2.18  2.38 8.98 -~ L.98
1935 16.8  11.0  7.97 5.70 532 643
1936 606 353 244 2.60 725 5.35
1937 25.0 15.2 9.6  6.75 6+.56 6.80
1938 32-0 2001 13-!4. 9085 Q095 9077
1939 712 650 4499  5.70 553 545
1940 514 2.87 -2.13 ° 2.03 1.92 3.24
1941 50.8 332 21.1  15.4 1445 13.1:
1942 ‘11.1 587 La18  3.73 3¢57 LS4
1943 20.1 12.6 8.35 5.97 6.11 5.90
1944, 30.8 15.8 1C.0 7.83 T10 18.4
1945 10.3 5692 . 3.89  3.25 3462 509
1946 1.9 587  3.75  3.03  3.37 22.6
1947 L .09 2.69  1.70  1.74 - -
~ Discharge of Ventura River below Junction
of North Fork and iatiliia Creek
Monthly Averape Discharges in Cubic feet per Second
Year June July Aug. Sept. Octs Nov.
1928 - - - = 1.56  2.53
3.04 1.22 77 479 «92 LWkl
1931 L.08 1.37 «78 98 77 3.01
1932 C A 517 3425 2.68 - -
1933 ~ - - - 370 3usS
1935 19.93  12.46 2.97 6.70 6435 Tob7
1936 - 778 4eT70 3422 3427 8497 6.62
1937 32.35 19.25 11.93 9.02 8.82 9,31
1938 L2.8 266 17.84 12.91 12.86 12.58
1939 8.94 7.81 6,01  6.69 658  b6.54
1940 6.63 3.71 2472  2.57 2.68 L4
1942 14.87 T+6L 5439 489 Le78 5.89
1943 2762 16,07 11.21 8436 833  8.29
1544, 36.95 19.75 12.52 10.11 .25 2.90
1945 13495 7495 5.22  Leh5  5.12 6453
1946 1457 7453 5405  4e05 K55 2949
1947 5406 3.26  2.23 2,26 - -




. — _ Protestant Sheldon claims 30 Southern California miner's inches;,

eqpivalént to 0.6 cubie foot per second. The investigation indicates that his -

use is limited to occasional domestic use and to the irrigation of 12 acres of

: orchard, for which something between 0.15 and 0,30 cubic foot per second, depend-

ing on soil porosity and related factors, ordinarily would suffice. Water which

this protestant diverts but does not use however is reported to drain back into

the stream from which it is diverted, thereby becoming available, in iarge part,

to lower users. The records of discharges of the North Fork, tabulated above,

indicate that the source in question has supplied the amount claimed by this

protestant plus the amount applied for by the applicant, as foiloﬁs:'

- During June, in 17 out of 18 seasons

-Jﬁly, in 14 out of 18 seascns
August, in 12 out of 18 seasons
September, in 12 out of 18 seasens
October, in 13 out of 18 seasons

November, in 15 out of 18 seasons

This indicated that insofar as Protestant Sheldon is concerned, a surpius has-

existed, most of the time, during the low water months, and his'protest is

therefOre.dismiased.

The Rancho Ojai Mutual Water Company claims a right to 231 Southern

California miner's inches (4.62 cubic feet per second) by court decree dated

October 24, 1902, and also riparian rights. Information is lacking as to the

exteht, if any, to which rights under the court decree may have been lost by

 non-use, or as to the extent to which riparian rights are asserted, A4s to

- present deve10pmént, it is reported that in 1948 there were 550 domestic ser-

. o vices and 278 acres of ci._trus' groves; it is reported also that the maximum rate

" of diversion during observed periods in 1947 and 1948 was 4.7 cubic feet per secon:
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and that irrigation during 1948 was deficient. If, tentatively, 4.7 cubic |

feet per second be considered the amount to which this pi'otestant_is entitled,

.and 0.3 eubic foot per second a reasonable allowance for Protestant S'ngldon,

a .co:mparis.on of these figures. with-figures jn the tabulation of discharges of

Yenttﬁ'a River, shown above, indicates that surpluses have existed as follows:
During June, in 15 out of 18 se_as.c':ns_'

" July, in 11 out of 18 seasons

August, in 9 out of 18 seasons

3

September, in 7 ocut of 18 seasons:
" . Oetober, in 10 out of 18 seasons
* November, in 12 out of 18 seasons
The pex;iod to which the above tabulated runoff data apply was a trifle
. - drier than normal, judging from the 4k year record of rainfall at Qjai, rain-
| fall at that station having aver-agéd-21.3h inches from 1928 to 1947, as against
21.98 inches from 190k to 1947. | |
The date _indi.cétte that surpluses apparently occur, as frequently
or more fre@uent.ly than 1 year in 2 in évery month except September, and nearly
that frequently in September. On the other hand it is apparent that a water
sﬁpply based upon the approval of Application 12297 will not be a firm supply
because ,. according to the.record, there have been numerous periods of from 1l to
46 months when the natural flcw was probably all required to satisfy vested
fight_s. The supply applied for by the applicant, however, if supplemented by a
supply from another source during times of a deficiency, may be extremely valuable
to the applicant and to the pﬁblic and the a.pplroval of the application therefore
. o appears warranted, .. For these reasons the protest of Rancho OjaiHutual_Hat.er

Company, whose rights would be legallly protected by Ithe. normal permit weording.

 to the effect that approval is subject to vested rights, is dismissed,
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In view of the dismissal of the protests and the frequent occurrence -
of surpluses at the proposed point of dlver31on, which may be used advantageously
wlthcut injury to other water users, the appllcatlon should be approved and
- permit issued, subject to the usual terms and condltions.

o0o
ORDER

Application 12297 for a permit to appropriate water haviﬁg been |
filed, a field'investigation having been made, a stipulated hearing having
been held in accordance~§ith Article 13, Section 722(b) of the Administrative
Code and the State Engineer now being fully informed in the premises:

- IT IS HEREBY CRDERED that Application 12297 bé approved and that
- & permit be issued to the applicant, subject to such of the usual termas and
~conditions as may be appropriate. | |

WLTNESS my hand and the seal of the Depar£ment of Public Works
=$é the State of California this IO?% day of March, 1949..

EDWARD HYATT, STATE ENGINEER

By AW é(ll;[u yith

A. D. Edmonmston
Assistant State Engineer
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